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year, 9% involved an offender armed with a firearm.57 The percentage of nonfatal violent 
crime involving an armed offender differs by type of crime. For instance, a relatively small 
percentage of rape and sexual assault involves an armed offender; in 2010, an armed offender 
committed 12% of rape and sexual assault.58 Seven percent of rape and sexual assault during 
this time involved a firearm.59 Robbery is the nonfatal violent crime most likely to involve an 
armed offender.60 Almost half of all robberies (44%) were committed by an offender with any 
weapon.61 Almost one-third (29%) of all robberies involved a firearm.62

Contrary to popular perception, nonfatal violence infrequently results in an injured vic-
tim (Tables 2.5 and 2.6). For example, 6 violent victimizations per 1,000 people resulted in 

Table 2.4  n  �Rates of Criminal Victimization and Percent Change, by Type of Crime, 
2003, 2011, and 2012

Type of Crime

Number Ratea

2003 2011 2012 2003 2011 2012

Violent crimeb 7,679,050 5,812,520 6,842,590 32.1 22.6 26.1 

Rape/sexual assault 325,310 244,190 346,830 1.4 0.9 1.3

Robbery 708,380 557,260 741,760 3.0 2.2 2.8 

Assault 6,645,360 5,011,080 5,754,010 27.8 19.5 22.0

Aggravated assault 1,362,270 1,053,390 996,110 5.7 4.1 3.8

Simple assault 5,283,100 3,957,690 4,757,900 22.1 15.4 18.2 

Domestic violencec 1,480,920 1,354,910 1,259,390 6.2 5.3 4.8

Intimate partner 
violenced

1,040,290 850,770 810,790 4.3 3.3 3.1

Violent crime 
involving injury

2,029,200 1,450,650 1,573,460 8.5 5.6 6.0

Serious violent 
crime

2,395,950 1,854,840 2,084,690 10.0 7.2 8.0

Serious domestic 
violencec

650,650 369,040 411,080 2.7 1.4 1.6

Serious intimate 
partner violenced

498,470 262,660 270,240 2.1 1.0 1.0

Serious violent crime 
involving weapons

1,695,680 1,194,420 1,415,120 7.1 4.6 5.4

Serious violent crime 
involving injury

953,740 689,810 762,170 4.0 2.7 2.9

Source: Truman, J. L., Langton, L., & Planty, M. (2013). Table 1, Criminal victimization 2012. Bureau of Justice Statistics, Office 
of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.

aPer 1,000 persons age 12 or older.

bIncludes rape or sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault, and simple assault.

cIncludes victimization committed by intimate partners (current or former spouses, boyfriends, or girlfriends) and family 
members.

dIncludes victimization committed by current or former spouses, boyfriends, or girlfriends.




